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November 18, 4965 



Deer Mr. Miller, 

It we a kind of you to Interrupt your own busy life to answer my 
letter end to give a little thought to whbt I face. 

I suppose that in part what I had in mind wee the hope that among 
those few members of the intellectual coruuitnity in our country thmcexaUg fr l 
few zb era e wbo have had the courage to apeak out_eg8in3t the evil they ese 
there might be son» not already too busy and yet billing to interest theni- 
sleves in the situation of my book for two major reasons* it documents 
the dishonesty of the government when it wants to misinform the poeple, and 
it raises a different aspect of freedom of the press. 

4 

Public opinion is formed by information, Uhen that information coming 
from the government ia false, 00 , for example, moat of ^hat is btsing said 
today about foreign policy, the basis of a democratic society is corrupted. 
Government propaganda becoree a vehicle fbr perpetuating wrong policies. Few 
among the citizens have* the time or capacity to analyze for themselves what 
they are told, and even fewer among the press have the disposition to do so. 

In time the government end the people - today the world - become the creatures 
of this monster. 

v?ith foreign policy, with allegedly factual reports of events and 
battles, the long continuity of this policy end these events together ^ith 
their complexity end our personal dotechment from them make it difficult 
if net Impossible fbr the truth to ©n»rge. 

But with the lnve3tig°tlon of the assassination of a ^resident, with 
the printed words comprehensible and at bond, it is auite possible to show, 
as I did, that the wovemment woe willing to lie, that it did lie, end thero 
was no accident in it. One of the mnjor publishers who read, praised and rejected 
:?y book told me that if it had been le3r, indisputable they would have been 
more willing to print it. In ehort, I am suggesting thet my book accomplishes 
in part what you and others ere seeking to do with your protests (with whioh 
I am in entire accord end more, plen several books on which 1 have done e 
considerable part of the research). 

And what becomes of freedom of the press if publishers do what the 
Constitution prevents the government from doing? Who ia spreading the mis- 
infbrraation that makeo wrong polioiea acceptable to at leeut a very large 
pert of the electorate? The government can initiate it, but the preao spreads 
it, persuades with it and, in effect, hoe become an agent of the government 
in so doing. 
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even ' su’dh 15 fraouenttr WMi^eritioxii 'is 1 ^resoCnsibl lit y and Importance, in 
| w /both - C ;6fywhich they fot^ l’t' tiighi and still? 'Witt? not print 4*$ Not one of the 
three dozen has given r.n editoria l reason. 



For example, Braziller, who you suggested. Because I respect this 
house I esk you to keep this in confidence. I phnoed and spoke to Edwin 
Seever. 1 told him the history of the book. I said I would like to submit it 
if it would not be confronted by the sene policy decision rether than an 
editorial decision. The book was read and approved by the editors in Mr. 
Brazilians absence. It was ot this house in competition with on-* by Leo 
Sauvage. After Mr. Braziller * & return both books were rejected. Mr. Seaver 
wrote me, " I presonally think you have quite a book here, and I nave a hunch 
that somebody else will be publishing it and that it will muka quite e stir. ,T 

The George that three dozen publishers think should tackle this taboo 
subject has not showed up. I am continuing to look for him and regardless of 
what it costs will continue to. To give you on idea o £ the cost, my wife one 

I have about 7,000 hours in this book. On Just trips to Naw York, in the past 
nine months I have driven the equivalent of more then half way around the 
world at the enuntor. 

I have taken the time to writo you, evun if in too liiuah haste after 
my return from the mo3t recent trip ( where I again found editors interested 
end left copies with them), beoeuee Ii.beiieve you might be Interested in the 
facts. I apologize for the additional imposition on your Line. 



"Vhile I doubt very much if the book will be printed on your rteurn, 
should you be interested in reeding it. I’ll bo ho ppy to pruvide a copy. If 
you h*Ye any other suggestion, I f d certainly welcome them. 



Sinoerely yours. 



Harold ^elcberg 










